
 

Canada’s Ballet Jörgen makes dance accessible for all Ontarians reaching 
51 Ontario communities.  
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October 24, 2019 
 
Toronto: Canada’s Ballet Jörgen set a record reaching 51 Ontario communities in its 2018/2019 
season. The company engaged a total of 46,182 people delivering over 4,000 performances, 
dance classes, community events and workshops across the province.  
 
“We believe every Ontarian no matter where they live should have affordable access to high-
quality dance. We are committed to reaching underserved communities and demographics, 
including those who live in the suburbs and inner suburbs of our largest urban centres. We are 
deeply grateful to all our funders who helped realize our vision to broaden access to professional 
dance beyond the downtown cores of Toronto and Ottawa this past season.” Bengt Jörgen, C.M. 
Artistic Director & CEO 
 
The expansion of Ontario programming is part of a three-year initiative that will reach every 
region of the Province and provide increased access to the performing arts, especially for young 
Ontarians. This free interactive education initiative provides opportunities to see high-quality 
professional dance presentations while learning about ballet as a storytelling medium. 
 
“Phenomenal presentation! Your group gave our small rural community a better appreciation for 
the Art of dance, specifically ballet dance!” - Hillcrest Central School, Teeswater ON 
 
Canada’s Ballet Jörgen brings popular family ballets to centres across Ontario to ensure 
everyone can attend major dance events. 
 
“A performance like a ballet [Coppélia, Nepean] is a special outing for any community member – 
and especially touching for young people who never dreamed they would be able to attend such 
a show. For youth in our Bridges program who are working on their own recovery and growth 
from severe mental health issues, this was a particular special event that momentarily took them 
away from the challenges they are managing. We are grateful that they were able to enjoy such 
a memorable night out, thanks to you.” - Savanna Schiavo – Youth Services Bureau of Ottawa  

Canada’s Ballet Jörgen was recognized for its commitment to make dance more accessible as 
the Professional Artist of the Year at the 5th Annual Markham Performing Arts Awards at Flato 
Markham Theatre on Tuesday September 10th. 

"Canada’s Ballet Jörgen is an internationally respected touring ballet company and one of the 
only companies to take professional ballet productions to smaller communities across Canada 
and into the United States. They are community leaders, giving young dancers opportunities to 
perform ballet on stage with the Company."  - Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti 

 
This Ballet 101 community program is supported by:  



 
 
With additional assistance from:  
 
 
The province-wide program of the family ballets  
The Nutcracker: A Canadian Tradition and  
Coppélia was sustained with support from:  
 
 
 
Additional assistance for performances in Nepean and Orléans:  
 
 
Additional assistance for programming in Cambridge:  
  
 
Special support for the Toronto Nutcracker:  
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About Canada’s Ballet Jörgen 

Canada’s Ballet Jörgen is one of Canada’s largest dance companies and the country’s leading touring 
company. Currently celebrating its 32nd season, Canada’s Ballet Jörgen enriches our lives by bringing 
professional ballet to communities - large and small, urban and rural - across Canada. Known for the 
warmth and beauty of its productions, CBJ reaches every province, delivering more than 4,000 
performances, ballet classes and community engagement events involving over 60,000 participants 
annually. To date, CBJ has reached 253 different communities in Canada and 60 in the US. 

The company specializes in reaching underserved communities, and effectively reaches households 
with income of under $35,000. Canada’s Ballet Jörgen is the 2011 winner of The National Arts Centre 
Award for Distinguished Contribution to Touring – the first Ontario Performing Arts Organization to 
win this award.  
 

http://www.canadasballetjorgen.ca 

 

For more information, photos, and/or to request an interview, contact: 

Stephen Word, stephen@balletjorgen.ca   416-961-4725 

 

Additional Major Ontario Program Support 

Strategic & Education Partner 
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Operating Support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apprentice Program    Summer Dance Academy  

    

 


